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 1 
Present Members:  Timothy Lepore, Robin Harvey, Jenn Iller, Melissa Bonvini Murphy, Pauline Proch and Parker 2 
Richards 3 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM in the Large Group Instruction room at NHS. Chairman Tim Lepore 4 
opened the meeting with Melissa Murphy making a motion to approve the agenda and Jenn Iller seconding.  It was 5 
approved unanimously. 6 

Presentations and Discussions of Interest to the Committee 7 
NHS Culinary Arts  -  NHS Principal, John Buckey & Culinary Teacher, Bob Buccino 8 
John Buckey proudly introduced Bob Buccino and two Junior students, Chelsea Clarkson and Antoinette Beckford, 9 
the State Champions of this years’ Pro-Start Competition.  This is the fourth win since Bob Buccino has been at the 10 
Culinary helm and the third time our students have competed at the National level.  Seven teams of four students and 11 
the NPS team of two competed.  All had to bring their own equipment, utensils, containers, coolers, food, etc., had to 12 
devise their menu, demonstrate knife skills, butchering skills, time management and general food knowledge, to 13 
compete all in front of professional chef judges. Mr. Buccino was very proud of their accomplishment, their poise 14 
and confidence and also shared that never before has a state championship like this been won by a team of only two.    15 
He publicly thanked some of the restaurant community that have stood behind our Culinary program for over a 16 
decade. Bill Hokkanen, Orla Murphy, Gabriella Fresca, Margaretta Andrews, Tony Nastus and Michael 17 

LaScola, as well as Nantucket Island Resorts and Bartlett Farm.  He also noted the efforts and dedication of 18 

the late Jenny Garneau who was instrumental in the program’s early success.  Nancy Miller, SPED 19 

Director, joined this year on the trip to the state championship and shared that she had no conception of how 20 
much time and effort this competition took and how outstanding it was to be a part of the journey.  Some 21 
photographs were passed around of the gourmet food.  Mr. Buccino continued the news that these two young ladies 22 
were invited to showcase their skills at a convention on March 17, 2014 at the Boston Renaissance Waterfront Hotel. 23 
They prepared appetizers for 400 people and received a standing ovation!  Next up for the winners is the National 24 
Competition in Minneapolis on May 2 and the chance to win scholarships for higher education. 25 
 26 
Drop Out Rate – NHS Principal John Buckey  27 
Principal Buckey shared there was negligible change from last year to this year, and expressed that diversity of 28 
programming is critical in keeping students in school through graduation.  In comparing numbers, the Department of 29 
Education (DESE) makes it complicated to understand the breakdown, He distributed some statistics on graduation 30 
rate information on the Cohort 2013 and explained that the DESE keeps data on 4 year and 5 year cohorts - a cohort 31 
being comprised of students who enter high school as 9

th
 graders or who transferred into the same cohort at any time 32 

over high school.  The School Committee had a number of questions regarding the dropout rate and how our course 33 
offerings might change the view of “light at the end of the tunnel” for students. The resurgence of the Alternative Ed 34 
program will be helpful.  As we have provided opportunities for students, we have done a very good job retaining 35 
students, we have great support services to provide the backbone they need, and we assist them on their trajectory. 36 

School Committee Self-Evaluation – Superintendent W. Michael Cozort 37 
Each School Committee member completed the evaluation form and Mrs. O’Connor collated and shared the results 38 
in a document.  Since several School Committee members had not yet viewed the document, they asked for more 39 
time to review and have it placed on the next meeting agenda. 40 

Comments from the Public 41 
David Dickson enthusiastically applauded the High School musical production of Brigadoon and thanked the Drama 42 
Department.  He asked to have the School Committee self-evaluation put live on the website as a public document. 43 
Mr. Dickson also asked about a live link to the tapings of the School Committee meetings, as it is hard to catch on 44 
public TV and felt the website would be a more direct place to view the meeting.  Finally, he asked about the 45 
homework policy, suggesting that this item be added to the agenda for fuller conversation. 46 
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The School Committee responded that the self evaluation will be made available on our website once it is accepted as 47 
a public document. Administration will look into the idea of linking streaming SC meetings on the website.   Several 48 
members agreed with Mr. Dickson’s idea for a full discussion on homework in the form of a panel of administrators. 49 

Committee discussion and votes to be taken: 50 
Drama Club Theatre Field Trip on MA May 30-31,, 2014 51 
A request was made by Math Teacher and Drama Club Advisor, Matt Huberman to go on a trip to Boston to see 52 
Sheer Madness and Blue Man Group.  A motion to approve the field trip was made by Melissa Murphy, seconded by 53 
Robin Harvey, Jennifer Iller, and approved by a vote of the committee. 54 

56 Center Street Lease   55 
A lease between Middle C, LLC (Remain Nantucket) and Nantucket Community School.  Authorization is needed 56 
for Dr. Tim Lepore, Chairman, to sign the lease on behalf of the School District.  Pauline Proch made the motion, 57 
which was seconded by Robin Harvey, and it was approved by a vote of the Committee. 58 

Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) Statement of Interest (SOI):  59 
Superintendent Cozort shared that we need to have it in the public record that the School Committee supports our 60 
application to the MSBA.  He wanted the Committee to understand that NPS might not be high on the list to get 61 
funding, because our facilities are in better condition than many on the mainland, but our enrollment numbers speak 62 
loudly and perhaps that will put us higher in the cue.  In order to put in for this money an authorization vote of the 63 
School Committee for the Town of Nantucket to submit this statement of interest, is required. Pauline Proch made 64 
the motion below, which was seconded by Melissa Murphy, and it was approved by a vote of the Committee. 65 

“RESOLVED: Having convened in an open meeting on March 18, 2014 prior to the closing date, the 66 
School Committee of the Town of Nantucket, in accordance with its charter, by-laws and ordinances, 67 
authorized the Superintendent of Schools to submit to the Massachusetts School Building Authority the 68 
Statement of Interest dated April11, 2014, for the Nantucket Public Schools, 10 & 30 Surfside Road, 69 
Nantucket, MA 02554 which describes and explains the following to the Massachusetts School Building 70 
Authority in the future:  Replacement, new construction, renovation or modernization for space needs 71 
issues which are Priorities 2& 4 project’s (replacement, new construction, renovation or modernization of 72 
school facilities for space needs issues): and hereby further specifically acknowledges that by the 73 
submitting of this Statement of Interest, the Massachusetts School Building Authority in no way 74 
guarantees the acceptance or approval of an application, the awarding of a grant or any other funding 75 
commitment from the Massachusetts School Building Authority, or commits the Town of Nantucket to 76 
filing an application for funding with the Massachusetts School Building.”  77 

TeachPoint:   78 
Vote request to authorize Acceptance of TeachPoint services March 1, 2014-June 30, 2015 extending the current 79 
contract past our current fiscal year for training, support and system set-up for teacher evaluation, assessments, goals 80 
and Educational plans. “On Motion, duly made and seconded, Nantucket School Committee approves the 81 
acceptance of TeachPoint services and authorizes school administration to take all necessary and usual steps to 82 
effect proper accounting, book keeping and expenditure.” Pauline Proch made a motion, which was seconded by 83 
Robin Harvey, to accept the donation and it was approved by a vote of the Committee. 84 

Gift Donation from Community  Foundation for Nantucket: 85 
“On behalf of the Nantucket School Committee, we thank you and accept your contribution of  $1,000.00 from the 86 
Will Donor Advised Fund for the Learn to Swim Program and $25.00 Gift Card from Katie Hemingway..” Pauline 87 
Proch made a motion, which seconded by Melissa Murphy, to accept the donation and it was approved by a vote of 88 
the Committee.  89 
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Policy Revisions: 90 
Public Comment – (BEDH) small change noted for the timing of public comment in a session.  The School 91 
Committee wished to consider this request and have it brought back at a subsequent meeting. 92 
Homework – (IKB) A suggestion was made to add language regarding a 10% homework limit for grading purposes. 93 
This has been recommended by the administration.  There was much discussion as to how this would be enforced, 94 
how this is weighted by scale of difficulty of class, and is it supportive of learning.  Some people talked about the 95 
issue of the amount of homework as a greater issue.  Superintendent Cozort stated that the first and greatest issue is 96 
the quality of the homework.  Melissa Murphy wished for more discussion regarding the philosophy of the district 97 
and agreed with Mr. Dickson, it might be a good idea to have more dialogue.  She requested a presentation from the 98 
three Principals 99 
School Entrance Age – (JEB) Language change proposed to set stronger guidelines on what age is appropriate to 100 
maintain a safe and supportive environment.  The School Committee wished to obtain legal advice and have further 101 
discussion. 102 
Visitors to the Schools – (KI) Language changes reflect what is currently in practice that is not in included in the 103 
Policy.  A motion to approve the Policy was made by Melissa Murphy and seconded by Jennifer Iller, and approved 104 
by a vote of the Committee. 105 
 106 
Transfers and Invoices:  A motion to approve the transfer and invoices was made by Melissa Murphy and seconded 107 
by Robin Harvey.  The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 108 

March 4, 2014 Meeting Minutes:  A motion to approve the School Committee minutes of March 4, 2014, was made 109 
by Melissa Murphy and seconded by Pauline Proch.  Motion approved by a vote of the Committee.     110 

Superintendent’s Report 111 
On the Horizon 112 
Superintendent Cozort reviewed the agenda items for the next meetings:  The Executive Session for the 113 
Superintendent Evaluation will be held at 4:00 on Tuesday, March 25. The April 1, 2014 School Committee meeting 114 
will include a presentation from Autism Speaks, NES Presentation, Math Task Force Update, School Choice 115 
Participation and the report on the evaluation of the Superintendent. 116 
 117 
Teacher Recruitment is a greater concern than ever for our district.  We are trying to reach out more aggressively and 118 
effectively and have begun by sending some of the administrators to Simmons, and soon to Lesley, Bridgewater State 119 
and Columbia Teachers College.  We are looking for good teachers to come to our island.  Recruitment for our 120 
district is always a challenge and a larger pool to choose from can only help to build a stronger district.  121 

Sub-Committee & Acknowledgements  122 
Parker Richards and the Student Council met and hope to bring to the School Committee a Student Event calendar, to 123 
serve as a clearing house for activities. He is still hopeful for the possibility of an end-of-year dodgeball tournament, 124 
spear headed by Francis Steadman.  The rest of the parking spaces by the basketball court have been raffled off, and 125 
this might alleviate some parking congestion at First Way.  Student Council elections are coming up, and his 126 
successor will join us soon. 127 

Robin Harvey mentioned the Worcester district is making the news with their Opt-out information on PAARC testing 128 
and thinks it is an interesting conversation.   129 

Jennifer Iller raved about NES Literacy Night.  Principal Kubisch indicated it was a huge success, with more than 130 
400 students joined by a parent attending the event.  Thanks to Curious George and the Man in the Yellow Hat. 131 

Melissa Murphy applauded Erin MacIver and students for an outstanding job with the musical, Brigadoon.  It was 132 
enormously successful. 133 
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Abbie Lareau wanted to thank Peter Panchy for his discussion on To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee.  It was held 134 
at the African Meeting House, and offered a unique community book study. 135 

At 7:37 p.m. the School Committee adjourned. A motion made by Melissa Murphy, seconded by Jennifer Iller and 136 
unanimously approved. 137 

Respectfully submitted,  138 

Logan M O’Connor 139 
School Committee Clerk 140 


